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Welcome… 
 

Welcome to the Didsbury Viking Explorer Scout Unit newsletter. 
 
Since the last newsletter a lot has happened at the Explorer Unit. 
 
The Explorer Unit has provided scouting for boys and girls between the ages of 14 – 18 in the Manchester South District for 
the last 4 years. We run a vibrant and exciting programme as well as many excellent camps and events. 
 
Here’s what we have been up to over the last year! 
 

21st World Scout Jamboree 
 

Four members of the unit attended the 21st World Scout Jamboree last summer. A World 
Scout Jamboree is a huge international scout camp held every 4 years, since 1920. Last year 
it was held in Essex, England to coincide with the centenary of Scouting. 40,000 young people 
from over 200 different countries attended. 
 
Before even getting to the Jamboree we had to fund raise a huge amount of money. This was 
not only to finance our own trip to the Jamboree but also to finance scouts from less 
economically developed countries so they could attend. Many thanks for all the support, 
enthusiasm and donations while we were fund raising! We successfully raised all the money 
required. 
 
At the Jamboree itself we took part in a varied and exciting programme, ranging from abseiling to power jumping, from experiencing other 
countries cultures, foods and beliefs to clearing an overgrown Victorian garden that a local educational trust are going to turn into an 
educational centre.   

 
The Jamboree was a truly amazing experience; it was fascinating to walk down the main ‘road’ 
and say ‘Hello’ to someone from Italy and then Brazil, then Cambodia and then Thailand and so 
on – an unique experience you will find no where else. The Jamboree was a truly life changing 
and eye opening experience. 
 
I am still in contact with friends I have made at the Jamboree from all corners of the world, and I 
urge you if you’re lucky enough to get the opportunity to attend a future World Scout Jamboree 
to do so! It really is an amazing experience. 
 
I guess I’ll see you in Sweden in 2011 then? 

 
If you would like some of the unit members who atte nded the Jamboree to give a presentation to any sec tion in your group please do not 
hesitate to contact us. Presentations can last from  10 minutes to 2 hours and include DVD clips and ga mes.  

 
Programme 
  
 We have run an exciting and varied programme over the last year. 
  
Highlights include: 
   

�  Canoeing  – we canoed on Sale Water park and also the River Mersey last summer 
�  Recycled products evening  – After making recycled wallets at the Jamboree from orange juice cartons we thought the rest 

of the Unit needed to know how to too 
�  Bowling  – An evening of bowling fun at Tenpin, Parrswood 
�  Rangers’ Visit  – We were invited to the local Girl Guide Ranger unit for an evening of curry and carols before Christmas, we 

then returned the favour a few weeks ago inviting the rangers to an evening of Spag Bol and volleyball! 
�  Burn’s Night  – now a customary tradition within the unit we once again dressed in our Scottish best, played a few ‘Highland’ 

games and ate some fine haggis! 
�  Religious Visit  – We visited the local mosque and Islamic centre for a very informative presentation and tour of the mosque. 
�  1st Annual Chip Shop Challenge  – Ever wanted to know which is the best chippy in South Manchester? We did!  – so we 

went to find out. Full report and to find out which fish & chip shop won please visit: 
http://www.dvesu.co.uk/past/evenings/chipshop08 

�  Recruitment Evening  – We opened our doors to the older Scouts and members of the public to convince them to become 
Explorers. We now have two new members! 



 
 

 

   Visit our website: www.dvesu.co.uk for more photos, reports of past events and the latest programme 

Didsbury Viking News  

 

News 
  
New Leaders 
 
We now have two new fantastic, enthusiastic leaders – Sam Collins & Rachel O’Callaghan. We welcome them to the unit with open arms 
and look forward to the contributions they will bring. 
    
Members 
 
Unfortunately a few of our members are off to university this September � , this means we need a few more members! So if you know 
boys or girls between the ages of 14 – 18 bring them to Explorers! We meet at 88 th Manchester HQ , School Lane, Didsbury. We meet 
on Wednesdays at 8pm  – please check the website for the current programme to make sure we’re not out somewhere! 
 

Camps  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Summer Camp 2007  
 
Last summer the unit ran a very successful week long camp to Scotland, with 4 
Explorers and 2 Leaders attending. 
 
We organised a days climbing to start off our camp. We then commenced a 3-day 
walk along half off the West Highland Way. 
 
We started off in Tyndrum, and walked all day to our overnight stopping point – Baa 
Bridge. We wild camped at Baa Bridge and were even lucky enough to see wild 
salmon jumping up the river. 
 
From Baa Bridge we walked onto Kinlochleven staying overnight in a midge-ridden 
campsite, and on the final day we walked to Fort William the end of the West Highland 
Way 
  
On the final day in Scotland we hiked to the top of Ben Nevis for some truly amazing 
views. 
 
For lots of photos and full report please visit: www.dvesu.co.uk/past/summer07 

 Winter Camp 2008  
 
Earlier this year we travelled to the Lake District for out annual weekend of fun. We stayed 
at Derwent Water Youth Hostel. 

5 Explorers and 4 leaders journeyed up to the Lakes. We were hoping for snow – but 
encountered very little. �  

On the 1st Day we walked to the top of Great Gable, the weather was glorious so we had 
brilliant sunshine and fantastic views all day. 

For the final day we fancied a little scrambling so scrambled up to the nearby mountain. 

For lots of photos and a full report please visit: www.dvesu.co.uk/past/winter08 

Future Camps/Events 
We have a number of future camps/events planned 
including: 
 

�  Sunderland District Challenge Hike – mountains 
mean points! The higher the mountain the more 
points! Points mean prizes… 

�  Yachting in North Wales – a week/end on the sea 
�  Summer Expedition to the Alps  – a two-week 

extravaganza in the Alps 

The end…  
 
That brings us to the end of this edition of the newsletter. 
 
Please do have a look around our website, for full reports and photos of 
past evenings and events, as well as the current programme and news. 

Just go to www.dvesu.co.uk  

Please do get in contact if you have any questions or comments. 
Email the leaders at: leaders@dvesu.co.uk  
Or anything else to: hello@dvesu.co.uk  

Yours in Scouting, 
  
The Didsbury Viking Explorer Scout Unit 

Newsletter produced by Ben Bowen 

London Monopoly Run 2008  
A human version of the game involving racing around London, 
answering clues, travelling by foot or on public transport. 
 
Full report & photos can be found here: 
http://www.dvesu.co.uk/past/londonmonopoly08 


